
 NOTICE 

 

 PLEASE READ THIS DOCUMENT IN ITS ENTIRETY 

 

This document contains information on insurance and bonding requirements, as well as bid 

information. 

Minimum insurance requirements and Performance bonds are required to be executed for the final 

contract for this project. 

 

Please verify with your insurance and bonding providers, prior to submitting a bid for this project, 

that your company will be able to fulfill these requirements, should you be offered a contract. 

 

Inability to fulfill and submit any or all of the above requirements, may result in the withdrawal of 

the City’s contract office and forfeiture of your bid bond. 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of Centralia, Missouri, at 114 S. Rollins 

St., Centralia, Missouri 65240 until: 2:00pm, CDT, September29, 2023 for furnishing all labor, 

material, and equipment necessary to complete the following work: TREE TRIMMING, STUMP 

REMOVAL, BRUSH AND TREE REMOVAL SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF CENTRALIA 

PARK DEPARTMENT, MISSOURI. PLEASE CONTACT ERLE BENNETT WITH ANY 

QUESTIONS REGARDING THE SPECIFIC LOCATIONS AND SCOPE OF WORK TO 

BE COMPLETED. 

 

At said time and place, and promptly thereafter, all bids that have been duly received will be 

publicly opened and read aloud.  Bids received after the above specified time for opening will be 

returned to the sender unopened. 

 

Bid Documents, if needed, are available at the office of the Parks Director, 802 W Lakeview St., 

Centralia, MO 65240. 

 

The City reserves the right to select the bid item or items which best suits its needs, where the price 

is the lowest or not, and also reserves the right to reject all bids or waive informalities. 

 

CITY OF CENTRALIA, MISSOURI PARK DEPARTMENT 

 

 

Erle Bennett 

Park Director 

802 W Lakeview, Centralia MO 65240 

573-682-5063 



BID RESPONSE 

 

To: City Clerk, City of Centralia, Missouri 

 

Subject: Tree Trimming/Brush & Tree Removal Services for the City of Centralia, 

Missouri Park Department 

 

To Whom it May Concern: 

 

THE UNDERSIGNED BIDDER, having examined the specification, general specifications and 

other proposed contract documents, and all addenda thereto; and being acquainted with and full 

understanding (a) the extent and character of the work covered by this quotation; (b) the location, 

arrangement, and specified requirements of the proposed work; (c) local conditions relative to 

labor transportation, hauling and delivery facilities; and (d) all other factors and conditions 

affecting or which may be affected by the work. 

 

HEREBY PROPOSES to furnish all required materials, supplies, equipment, tools and plant; to 

perform all necessary labor and supervision, and to install, erect, equip and complete all work 

stipulated in, required by, and in accordance with the proposed contract documents, specification, 

and other documents referred to herein (as altered, amended, or modified by all addenda thereto) 

for an in consideration of the prices stated herein.  All prices stated herein are firm.  Missouri 

Sales and Use Taxes are not to be included in this pricing. 

 

Section I 

 

Quoted rates for classifications listed below, to include all labor, supervision, materials, cartage, 

equipment, and tools necessary to trim and/or remove trees and stumps as designated by the Park 

Director, and to dispose of the debris resulting from such work in accordance with the 

specifications enclosed. 

 

Section II 

 

In submitting this quotation, the Undersigned declares that the only persons or parties interested 

in the quotation as principals are those named herein and the quotation is made without collusion 

with any other person, firm, or corporation. 

 

In submitting this bid it is understood that the right is reserved by the City Park Department, to 

reject any and all bids and it is agreed that the bids may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty 

(60) days from the specified time for receiving bids. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If awarded the contract, the undersigned proposes to use the following subcontractors: 

THESE MUST BE FILLED IN 

 

Work Subcontracted  Subcontractor  

 DBE (Y/N) (Certified by MO DOT) 

 
___________________________________________     _______________________  

 

 
___________________________________________  _______________________  

 

_____________________________     ________________ 

 

_____________________________  ________________  

 

Section III 

 

The undersigned agrees and understands that the Park Department has the right to reject any and 

all bids, to waive informalities or other requirements for its benefit and to accept such proposal 

as it deems to its best interest. 



 INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 

 

The purpose of the attached specifications is to give detailed data on the conditions under which 

the new installation will be constructed, scope of Contract, quality of material and equipment 

required, standards used in determining its acceptability, and similar data.  Each Bidder shall 

carefully check all requirements set forth herein and shall offer material and construction which 

fully complies with these requirements or shall plainly set forth all points, features, conditions, 

specifications, etc., wherein the material and construction offered does not meet these 

specifications. 

 

Such exceptions as are made shall be listed by page number in the following blanks and shall be 

explained in detail in a letter accompanying the bid.  Failure to outline such exceptions will 

require the successful Bidder to comply with these specifications. 

 

 Exceptions to Specifications – Pages: 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

All bids shall be submitted on the bid forms hereto attached.  Copies of addenda, if any, shall be 

signed and attached to the proposal submitted.  Bidders shall furnish all information requested 

herein by filling in the blanks on the submitted copy of this specification. 

 

Bidder shall visit the work site and inform themselves of the conditions under which the work is 

to be performed concerning the work site, the nature of the equipment, the obstacles which may 

be encountered, the work to be performed and, if awarded the Contract, shall not be allowed any 

extra compensation by reason of any matter or thing concerning which such Bidder might have 

full informed himself because of their failure to have so informed themselves prior to the 

bidding.  The successful Contractor must employ, so far as possible, such methods and means in 

the carrying out their work as will not cause any interruption or interference with any other 

contractors. 

 

SALES TAX EXEMPTION: Bidders are hereby instructed to submit bids not including sales 

tax according to the provision of Section 144.062 RsMO.   

 

The Contractor assumes responsibility for all loss or damage cause by fire, windstorm, cyclone, 

tornado, flood, or freezing, to the materials and equipment with which the work of this Contract 

is to be done.  The Contractor has the privilege of insuring in full or in part against such loss or 

damage responsibility for which is here assumed.  The City will not carry insurance against such 

loss or damage until the acceptance of the project. 

 

Bidders shall visit the site of the work and completely inform themselves with regard to 

construction hazards and procedures, the available of lands, the character and quantity of surface 



and subsurface materials, and utilities to be encountered, the arrangement and condition of 

existing structures and facilities, the procedure necessary for maintenance of uninterrupted 

operation of existing facilities, the character of construction equipment and facilities needed for 

performance of the work, and facilities for transportation, handling, and storage of material and 

equipment.  All such factors shall be properly investigated and considered in the preparation of 

the bid. 

 

Bids of an incomplete nature, or subject to multiple interpretations may, at the option of the Park 

Department, be rejected as irregular.  Bids with be evaluated by the Park Department based on, 

but not limited to, the following criteria: cost, Bidders qualifications and experience, and items 

required form completion. 

 



 STATEMENT OF BIDDER QUALIFICATIONS 

 

Each Bidder for the work included in the specifications and drawings and the Contract 

Documents shall submit with their bid the data requested in the following schedule of 

information.  This data must be included in and made a part of each bid document and be 

contained in the sealed envelope.  Failure to comply with this instruction may be regarded as 

justifications for rejecting the Contractor’s proposal. 

 

1. Name of Bidder: _____________________________________________________ 

 

2. Business Address: _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. Date Organized: _______________      

 

4. Date Incorporated: __________________ 

 

5. If NOT INCORPORATED, state type of business and provide your Federal Tax 

Identification Number: ___________________ Federal Tax ID #_________________ 

 

6. Number of years engaged in contracting business under present firm name: ________ 

 

7. If you have done business under a different name, please give that name and location:  

            

            

             

 

8. Percentage (%) of work done by own staff:      _________% 

 

9. Have you ever failed to complete any work awarded to your company? ______ 

If so, where and why ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Have you ever defaulted on a contract? ____________ 

If so, where and why ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

=====================================================================

11. List a minimum of three recent projects completed recently within the last three years for 

same type as the work described herein, including value of each. Include contact names, 

telephone numbers and location of work performed.  Use separate sheet if necessary. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



12. List of projects currently in progress.  Include same information as in Item 11 above.  

Use separate sheet if necessary. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 GENERAL CONTRACT STIPULATIONS  

 

1. Contractor’s insurance: The Contractor shall not commence work under this Contract 

until they have obtained all insurance required under this paragraph and such insurance has 

been approved by the City, nor shall the Contractor allow any subcontractor to commence 

work on their contract until all similar insurance required of subcontractor has been so 

obtained and approved.  All policies shall be in amounts, form, and with companies 

satisfactory to the City which must carry an A-6 or better rating as listed in the A. M. 

Best or equivalent rating guide/ 

 

a. Compensation Insurance: The contractor shall take out and maintain during the life of 

this Contract Employers’ Liability and Worker’s Compensation Insurance for all of their 

employees employed at the site of the work, and in case any work is sublet, the Contractor 

shall require the subcontractor similarly to provide Worker’s Compensation Insurance for 

all of the latter’s employees unless such employees are covered by the protection afforded 

by the Contractor.  Worker’s Compensation coverages shall meet Missouri statutory 

limits.  Employer’s Liability limits shall be $1,000,000.00 each employee, $1,000,000.00 

policy limits.  In case any class of employees engaged in hazardous work under this 

Contract at the site of the work is not protected under the Worker’s Compensation Statute, 

the Contractor shall provide and shall cause each subcontractor to provide Employer’s 

Liability Insurance for the protection of their employees not otherwise protected. 

 

b. Comprehensive General Liability Insurance: The Contractor shall take out and maintain 

during the life of this Contract such comprehensive general liability insurance as shall 

protect them and any subcontractor performing work covered by this Contract, from claims 

for damages for personal injury including accidental death as well as from claims for 

property damages which may arise from operations under this contract, whether such 

operations be by themselves or by any subcontractor or by anyone directly or indirectly 

employed by either of them.  The amounts of insurance shall be not less than 

$1,000,000.00 combined single limit for any one occurrence covering both bodily injury 

and property damage, including accidental death.  If the Contract involves any 

underground/digging operations, the general liability certificate shall include X, C, and U 

(Explosion, Collapse, and Underground) coverage. 

 

c. Automatic Public Liability and Property: The Contractor shall maintain during the life 

of this Contract, automobile public liability insurance in an amount not less than 

$1,000,000.00 combined single limit for any one occurrence covering bodily injury, 

including accidental death and property damage, to protect themselves from any and all 

claims arising from the use of the Contractor’s own automobiles, teams, and trucks; hired 

automobiles, teams, and trucks; and automobiles both on and off the work site. 

 

d. Proof of Carriage of Insurance: The Contractor shall furnish the City with Certificate(s) 

of Insurance which names the City as additional insured in an amount as required in this 

Contract, contains a description of the project or work to be performed, and requires a 

thirty (30) day mandatory cancellation notice.  In addition, such insurance shall be on any 

occurrence basis and shall remain in effect until such time as the City has made final 

acceptance of the facility contracted. 



2. Hold Harmless Agreement: To the fullest extent not prohibited by law, Contractor shall 

indemnify and hold harmless the City of Centralia, its directors, officers, agents, and 

employees for and against all claims, damages, losses, and expenses (including but not 

limited to attorney’s fees) arising by reason of any act or failure to act, negligent or 

otherwise, of Contractor, of any subcontractor (meaning anyone, including but not limited 

to consultants having a contract with Contractor or a subcontractor for part of the services), 

of anyone directly or indirectly employed by Contractor or by any subcontractor, or of 

anyone for whose acts the Contractor or its subcontractor may be liable, in connection with 

providing these services.  This provision does not, however, require Contractor to 

indemnify, hold harmless, or defend the City of Centralia from its own negligence. 

 

3. Permits: Contractor shall secure all necessary licenses and permits before beginning work, 

keep necessary records as required, and do all work in such manner as to comply with all 

City ordinances, and laws of the City, County, State, and Nation as apply to the work herein 

outlined. 

 

4. Definitions: 

 

a. “City” shall mean the City of Centralia, Missouri, a municipal corporation acting through 

its authorized City officials, or appointed representatives. 

 

b. “Contractor” shall mean the party have entered into Contract to perform the work herein 

specified. 

 

c. “Engineer” shall mean the Director or the authorized representative of the Department for 

whom the work is to be performed. 

 

d. “Work” of the Contractor or subcontractor included labor or material or both. 

 

e. “As directed”, “as required”, “as permitted”, “acceptable to” and words of like imports 

shall mean that the direction, requirement, or permission of the Engineer is intended. 

f.  “Or Equal” is not intended to impose limitations preventing the free exercise of the 

Contractor’s skill or to exclude products which are satisfactory.  Materials and 

workmanship shall be of the best of the respective kinds.  Trade or manufacture’s names 

where used in these specifications are intended to fix the standards of workmanship and 

materials.  Any article or material equaling the standards fixed may be used in place of 

that mentioned by the specifications, provided that the material or article proposed is 

submitted to and approved by the Engineer.  No substitution shall be made unless this 

definite approval has been obtained. 

 

5. Payments: The successful Contractor will be allowed payment in accordance with the 

following schedule: 

 

 The Contractor shall, by affidavit, certify to the Engineer that all bills and claims properly 

due and chargeable against the work have been satisfied and the Contractor has complied 

with the laws relating to the payment of prevailing wage rates and that Contractor shall 

release the City of Centralia from all future claims, which certificate must bear the written 



endorsement of the Surety on the bond.  The acceptance by the Contractor of the final 

payment shall constitute a release and waiver of any and all rights and privileges under the 

terms of the Contract; further, the acceptance by the Contractor of final payment shall 

release the City from any and all claims or liabilities on the part of the City relating to or 

connected with the Contract. 

 

  The cost of all legal publications, engineering costs, and other costs incidental to the proper 

consummation of this contract will be paid by the Contractor, and the total amount of such 

costs will be included in the total cost of the Work. 

 

  

 Extra and/or Additional Work and Changes: If any extra and/or additional work is to 

be done or any change in the plans and specifications is deemed necessary, the City may 

issue to the Contractor a written change order directing that such extra and/or additional 

work be done or that such change be made, and that the Contract shall be modified 

accordingly.  Compensation to the Contractor will be calculated as an additional to or 

deductions from the Contract price, based upon such written terms as may be established 

between the parties either: 

(a) by an acceptable lump sum proposal of the Contractor, or 

(b) on a cos-plus limited basis not to exceed a specified limit. 

 

In the event that none of the foregoing methods are agreed upon with the Contractor, the 

City may perform the work by force account. 

 

 Patents: The Contractor shall protect the City against all suits for patent infringement on 

materials, equipment, and methods used. 

 

 Discharge of Employees: Any employee of the Contractor who is stationed at the site of 

the work and should prove to be quarrelsome, dishonest, incompetent or inexperienced, or 

should not work for the good of the job, shall upon written notice from the City, be removed 

by the Contractor and replaced by an employee with proper qualifications. 

 

 Assignment of Contract: No assignment by the Contractor of any principal construction 

Contract or any part thereof or of the funds to be received thereunder by the Contractor, 

will be recognized unless such assignment  had the approval of the City and the Surety 

has been given due notice of such assignments in writing.  In additional to the usual 

recitals in assignments Contracts, the following language must be set forth: 

 

“It is agreed that the funds to be paid to the assignee under this assignment are subject to a 

prior lien for services rendered or materials supplied for the performance of the work called 

for in said Contract in favor of all persons, firms, or corporations rendering such services 

or supplying such materials.” 

 

 Subcontracting: No part of the work covered by this contract shall be sublet by the 

Contractor without the prior written approval of the City.  The contractor shall file with 

the Engineer a complete list of subcontractors together with a list of the kinds of materials 

used.  This list shall be submitted in writing to the Engineer as soon as subcontracts are 



made and approved by the City.  Any subcontractor performing work under this contract 

at the direction of the Contractor shall file a “Final Receipt of Payment and Release” forms.  

This completed form shall be submitted to the City along with application for final 

payments, 

 

6. Accident Prevention: Precaution shall be exercised at all times for the protection of 

persons (including employees) and property. 

 

a. The safety provisions of applicable laws, and building and construction codes shall be 

observed.  Machinery, equipment, and all hazards shall be guarded or eliminated in 

accordance with the safety provision of the “Manual of Accident Prevention in 

Construction”, published by the Associated General Contractors of America, to the extent 

that such provisions are not in contravention of the applicable laws.  Current standards of 

the Occupational Safety and Health Act shall be applied. 

 

b. The Contractor shall take all necessary steps to protect his own workers, the utility 

personnel, and the public from unnecessary danger or hazard during the prosecution of this 

work.  Danger signs, warning signs, flares, lanterns, railings, barriers, sheeting, shoring, 

etc. shall be erected to prevent accidents from construction, falling objects, rotating 

machinery, electric lines, and other conditions which might present unusual hazard. 

 

 

7. Equal Opportunity: The City of Centralia is an equal opportunity, affirmative action’s 

employee pursuant to federal and state laws, and all respondents submitting bids shall be 

considered to be EEO/AA employers in compliance with federal and state laws, unless 

otherwise stipulated by the Bidders herein. 

 

8. Domestic Purchasing Policy: Contractors are encouraged to select and use materials 

manufactured, assembled, or produced in the United States in the performance of this 

Contract whenever the quality and price are comparable with other goods. 

 

9. Americans with Disabilities Act: The successful Contractor agrees to comply with all 

applicable provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the regulations 

implementing the Act, including those regulations governing employment practices.  If 

this Contract involves the Contractor providing services directly to the public, the 

successful Contractor shall make the services, programs, and activities governed by this 

agreement accessible to the disabilities as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act 

and its implementing regulations.  Payment of funds under this agreement is conditional 

upon the successful Contractor certify to the City in writing that it is complying with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act and 28 CFR Part 35. [as amended] 

 

10. Material and Workmanship: All materials provided by Contractor shall be new materials 

of high quality which shall give long life and reliable operation.  All equipment shall be 

modern in design and shall not have been in prior service except as required by factory 

tests.  The workmanship shall be of high quality in every detail. 

 

 11. Repairs and/or Replacement of Defective Portions: The Contractor shall be responsible 



for a period of one year from and after the date of final acceptance by the City of the work 

covered by the Contract, for any repairs or replacement caused by defective materials, 

workmanship, or equipment which, in the judgment of the Engineer, shall become 

necessary during such period.  The Contractor shall undertake with due diligence to make 

the aforesaid repairs and /or replacements within ten (10) days after receiving written notice 

that such repairs or replacements are necessary. 

 

If the Contractor should neglect to being such repairs or replacements within this period, 

or, in case of emergency, where in the judgement of the engineer, delay would cause serous 

loss or damage, the repairs and/or replacements may be made by the City and charged to 

the Contractor. 

 

12. Interference: All work scheduled by the Contractor shall be planned with the consent of 

the Engineer and shall not in any way interfere with any utility, highway, railroad, or 

private property unless consent is given by authorized representatives of the City. 

 

13. E-Verify: The successful Contractor shall include as a part of its Proposal furnish a 

competed Affidavit in the form attached to this Request for Proposals, attesting to the 

Contractor’s participation in a Federal Work Authorization Program, such as E-Verify. 

 

14. Additions or Exceptions to Terms and Conditions: Acceptance of any additions or 

exceptions to the City’s terms and conditions submitted by the Contractor will be subject 

to the City’s discretion, and may or not be included in the final agreement. 

 

 



 DETAILED SPECIFICATIONS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 FOR TREE TRIMMING AND BRUSH AND TREE REMOVAL 

 FOR THE CITY OF CENTRALIA PARK DEPARTMENT 

 

I. SCOPE OF WORK 

 

A. Contractor shall furnish all supervision, labor, tools, transportation, equipment, 

and materials necessary to trim and/or remove 18 trees and stumps as designated 

by the Park Director, prune 4 trees as designated by the Park Director, and to 

dispose of the debris resulting from such work, as directed by the Park Director. 

Trees are to be completely removed from the premises and area must be left free 

of all debris.  Stumps are to be ground, and park department will remove the 

stump debris.  

 

B. Contractor shall perform all work to the complete satisfaction of the City and in 

accordance with all applicable federal, municipal, county, state, and other local 

laws, ordinances, and regulations. 

 

C. Contractor shall see that its personnel and equipment shall at all times present a 

neat appearance, and all work shall be done, and all complaints handled by 

Contractor, with due regard for the City’s public relations. 

 

D.  Project is to be completed within 60 days of notification and award of contract.  

 

E. Invoice will be accepted only upon completion of the job to the satisfaction of the 

Park Director.  

 

II. QUALIFICATIONS OF CONTRACTOR 

 

 Contractor shall have considerable experience actively engaged in tree removal 

work; and have the financial resources, as documented by the contractor’s 

financial statement, to comply with the terms of this contacts. 

 

 

III. SAFETY STANDARDS 

 

A. All equipment to be used and all work to be performed must be in full compliance 

with the most current revision of the American National Standard Institute 

Standard Z-133.1 Safety Requirements for Pruning, Trimming, Repairing, 

Maintaining, Removing Trees and for Cutting Brush.  These standards are made 

part of this contract by this reference. 

 

B. The Contractor shall be solely responsible for pedestrian and vehicular safety and 

controlling the work site and shall provide the necessary warning devices, 

barricades, and ground personnel needed to give safety, protection, and warning 

to persons and vehicular traffic within the area. 

 



C. Traffic control is the responsibility of the Contractor and shall be accomplished in 

conformance with any state, county, and local highway construction codes. 

 

D. Any practice determined hazardous by the City shall be immediately discontinued 

by the Contractor upon receipt of either written or oral notice to discontinue such 

practice. 

 

IV. WORKING IN PROXIMITY TO ELECTRICAL HAZARDS 

 

A. An inspection shall be made by the tree worker and by the supervisor to determine 

whether an electrical conductor passes through the tree or passes within reaching 

distance of the tree worker before climbing, entering or working around any tree. 

 

B. Only a qualified line-clearance tree trimmer or a qualified apprentice line-

clearance tree trimmer shall be assigned to the work if it is found that an electrical 

hazard exists.  An apprentice shall be under the direct suspension of a qualified 

personnel.  (A qualified line-clearance tree trimmer is a tree worker who through 

related training and on-the job experience is familiar with the special techniques 

and hazards involved in line clearance.  An apprentice is a worker regularly 

assigned to a line-clearance tree-trimming crew and undergoing on-the-job 

training who, in the course of such training, has demonstrated the ability to 

perform these duties safely at the appropriate level of training.  See Section II, 

“Qualifications of Contractor”). 

 

C.  There shall be a second qualified line-clearance tree trimmer or line clearance tree 

trimmer apprentice within normal voice communication during line-clearance 

operations aloft when the line-clearance tree trimmer or line-clearance tree 

trimmer apprentice must approach more closely than 10 feet to any conductor or 

electrical apparatus energized in excess of 750 volts; or when branches or limbs 

being removed cannot first be cut (with a pole pruner/saw) sufficiently clear for 

the primary conductors and apparatus so as to removed branches or limbs from 

such conductors or apparatus. 

 

D. Line-clearance tree trimmers and apprentice line-clearance tree trimmers shall 

maintain the clearances from energized conductors given in the ANSI Z133.1-

1988 standards. 

 

E. All other tree workers shall maintain a minimum clearance of 10 feet from 

energized conductors rated 50 kV phase-to-phase or less; for conductors rated 

over 50 KV phase-to-phase the minimum clearance shall be 10 feet plus 4/10 foot 

for each kilovolt over 50kV. 

F. Ladders, platforms, and aerial devices including insulated aerial devices, shall not 

be brought in contact with an electrical conductor. 

 

G. When an aerial lift device contacts an electrical conductor, the truck supporting 

the aerial lift device shall be considered as energized, and contact with that truck 

shall be avoided, except where emergency rescue procedure is being carried out.  



Emergency rescue should only be attempted by properly trained persons familiar 

with electrical hazards. 

 

V. PROTECTION OF OVERHEAD UTILITIES 

 

A. Tree line clearance and removal operations are conducted in areas where 

overhead electric, telephone, and cable television facilities exist.  The Contractor 

shall protect all utilities from damage, shall immediately contact the appropriate 

utility if damage should occur, and shall be responsible for all claims for damage 

due to his operation. 

 

B.  Contractor shall secure from City information as to the nature of the circuits 

involved in all cases before work is commenced.  It is understood by and 

between the parties that the electric circuits of the City are to continue in normal 

operation during this work, and that Contractor is to provide and use all protective 

equipment necessary for the protection of Contractor’s employees and to guard 

against interfering with the normal operation of said circuits. 

 

VI. PROTECTION OF UNDERGROUND UTILITIES 

 

The Contractor shall be responsible for contacting the appropriate utility for location of 

any underground utilities which are in the work area and could be damaged by 

Contractor’s operations. 

 

VII. LICENSES, PERMITS, AND EASEMENTS 

 

A. The City shall provide all easements and necessary permits to work in public 

rights-of-way. 

 

B. The Contractor shall obtain all other licenses or permits that may be required. 

 

VIII. WORKING HOURS 

 

A. The Contractor will schedule work between 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., Monday 

through Friday unless authorized by the City to do otherwise. 

 

B. The normal work week shall be 40 hours.  No overtime shall be worked unless 

authorized by the City. 

 

IX. WORK CREW SUPERVISION 

 

 Supervisor: The Contractor’s supervisors will be responsible for all operations of 

their company’s obligation to the City.   

 

  

 

 



X. PRE-NOTIFY TO TRIM 

The contractor shall, before performing any work (other than emergency work), pre-notify 

the property owner, authorized agent, or public authorities having ownership or control 

over each tree to be trimmed or removed and/or all property to be cleared.  The 

Contractor’s Supervisor, Pre-notifier or General Foreman shall pre-notify the property 

owner at the site where the tree-trimming will occur.  If the property owner cannot be 

contacted during normal working hours, then evening or weekend appointments shall be 

made.  If personal contact cannot be made, then the property owner or his agent shall be 

notified, as instructed by the City, either by registered mail or a “door-hanger”.  The 

information printed on the “door-hanger” must include the name of Contractor’s company, 

a description of the work intended to be done, the date that the work will be done and 

Contractor’s phone number, which shall be answered 24 hours per day.  Any customer not 

granting permission will be considered a refusal and shall be reported to the City Inspector.  

Whenever permission to do any work cannot be obtained, such omissions shall be reported 

to the City.  No further action shall be taken in such cases except upon the mutual 

agreement of all the parties. 

 

XI.. TREE TRIMMING METHODS 

A. All trimming, both initial and retrimming, shall be done in accordance with modern 

arboriculture standards and the Dr. Ales Shiro Pruning Method.  Trimming shall 

be done in such a manner as to provide balance emphasis on current tree health, 

symmetry and clearance for power lines.  The preferred method should be used as 

much as possible and practical.  This method is a form of natural pruning and 

includes drop-crotching, directional trimming and selective cutting.  Proper use of 

this method will: stimulate new growth away from the utilities facilities, provide 

good clearance for longer periods of time, reduce the work required to maintain 

proper clearance.  This method of trimming is also the healthiest for the tree 

because: few cuts are left in the tree, the cuts are made in locations best suited for 

rapid healing, new growth will develop more naturally from the remaining structure 

instead of sprouting from numerous small stubs.  Drop crotching – the drop crotch 

method will be used whenever feasible to retain as much of the natural shape of the 

tree as possible.  Drop crotching is a method of thinning out a tree by dropping 

into the tree and removing unnecessary branches.  Collar cuts should be made at 

the crotch. 

 

B. Directional trimming.  It is possible to trim trees in a manner that will promote 

growth away from the power lines, thus reducing the amount of necessary trimming 

from year to year.  Leaving those branches that grow away from the lines and 

removing those branches that grow toward the lines can achieve a growth pattern 

away from the power lines.  When trees under the line are to be trained to grow 

away, the vertical growth should be removed and the horizontal growth removed.  

Trees growing to the site of the lines should have their horizontal growth removed 

and their vertical growth left. 

 

C. Proper cuts.  So far as the health of the tree is concerned, the position and manner 

of making cuts is of the greatest importance.  Probably the most important item in 

trimming trees is the “collar cut” which, when properly made, will reduce the 



surface area exposed to elements of disease and decay, and allow the tree’s 

chemical protective zones to aid in healing the wound. A “collar cut” is the cutting 

of the limb just outside the point of interjection with the trunk of the tree or with 

the trunk of the tree or with another limb.  The time spent in making “collar cuts” 

is little, and the results measured in the health of the tree and reduction of future 

work are of considerable advantage.  The following guidelines will be followed: 

 

1. All limbs will be cut back to laterals at least one-third the size of the limb. 

2. No damage to the cambium layer or loosening or stripping of bark shall be 

caused. 

3. Use the tree cut method to remove large limbs so the bark will not be 

stripped. 

 

D. Painting of cuts.  Cuts should not be treated with a tree wound dressing.  If the 

resident requires they be treated with a dressing, even after an explanation (that 

wound dressing is cosmetic in nature), the cuts may then be treated.  

 

XIV. TREE TRIMMING CLEARANCE  

 

Every effort should be made to obtain three to five (3-5) years of clearance from trees near 

lines except service drops.  Line clearance will vary depending on tree species and type of 

power line. 

 

For example, willow or silver maple trees because of their rates of growth would need more 

clearance than a red oak tree, for three- year growth period. 

 

Service drops should have 6" to 18" of clearance. 

 

Secure ample clearance to accommodate conductor sag and sway under severe weather 

conditions.  Remove all weak, diseased and dead limbs which may fall or blow into the 

conductors.  Three feet of clearance should be obtained around all rural poles.  All 

overhang limbs which could, if broken, hinge down and contact any primary conductor or 

spaced secondary should be trimmed back to obtain sufficient clearance.  If a pole is 

leaning or a line is sagging excessively so that trimming will greatly affect the shape of the 

tree, the General Foreman should be notified and the City contacted before trimming so 

the pole or line may be repaired to allow proper trimming. 

 

Minimum clearance shall be as follows (distances in feet) * 

 

 Secondary Primary 

<13kV 

Primary 

>13kV 

Topping Fast Growers Clearance 5 7 9 

Slow Growers 3 5 7 

Side Fast Growers Clearance 5 7 7 

Slow Growers 3 5 7 

 

         



* Certain local conditions may change these clearances, as authorized by the City 

representative.  The City may review these clearances and adjust them to its own 

conditions and operating policies. 

 

XV. BRUSH DISPOSAL 

 

Whenever possible, in rural areas, brush should be windrowed or chips blow onto the right-

of-way. 

 

No brush will be left on any customer’s property overnight, unless it is suitable to the 

customer and the circumstance.  Burnable wood will be cut to fireplace lengths and piled 

near the stump.  Burnable wood will only be removed in extreme circumstances and with 

the City’s approval. 

 

Contractor shall maintain a stockpile of mulch for use by the public and/or City at a 

location as specified by the City. 

 

Contractor shall maintain a stockpile of mulch for use by the public and/or City at a 

location as specified by the City. 

 

 

XIX. LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY AND/OR PLANT MATERIAL 

 

Tree Damage.  Climbing irons, spurs or shall not be used on trees to be pruned.  Any 

tree damage caused by Contractor shall be repaired immediately, at no additional expense, 

to the satisfaction of the City.  Trees damaged beyond repair, as judged by a qualified 

arborist acceptable to the City and the Contractor whose expenses shall be jointly covered 

by both parties, are to be removed at no expense to the City, and replaced (if deemed 

necessary) by a tree of size and species designated at no additional expenses to City; or the 

dollar value of such damaged trees, as determined by a qualified arborist acceptable to the 

City and the Contractor whose expense shall be jointly covered by both parties, is deducted 

from the monies owned the Contractor. 

 

XX.     HANDLING COMPLAINTS  

 

A. The Contractor shall see that complaints of any nature received from property 

owners, agents, or public authorities shall receive immediate attention, and that all 

efforts shall be made for a prompt adjustment.  All complaints, and any action 

taken by the Contractor in connection with such complaints, shall be reported to the 

City in writing. 

 

B. The Contractor does not represent the City and has no authority to obligate the City 

for any payment or benefit of any kind to any person. 

 

XXI. INDEMNIFICATION 

 

Contractor shall agree to indemnify, hold harmless, and defend City form and against any 



and all liability for loss, damage, or expense which City personnel or general public may 

suffer or from which City may be held liable by reasons of injury (including death) or 

damage to any property arising out of negligence on the part of Contractor in the execution 

of the work to be performed hereunder. 

 

XXII. INVOICES 

 

Contractor shall submit to the City Park Department a final invoice only upon completion 

of the job, to the satisfaction of the Park Director.   

 

XXIII. SUBCONTRACTS 

 

Contractor shall not assign any of its rights or duties under this agreement, or subcontract 

the whole or any part of the work to be performed hereunder, without first having obtained 

the written consent of City authorizing such assignment of subcontract. 

 

XXIV. TERM OF CONTRACT 

 

A. The term of this Contract shall be for 60 days, unless terminated as herein provided.  

 

B. Should Contractor fail to carry out the work to the satisfaction of the City, or to 

comply with any of the provisions of this agreement, City may terminate this 

agreement upon 24 hours written notice to Contractor. 

 

 


